
Creative and productive 
Urban areas in Asian countries have been spearheading the economies in the 
region. With the economic crisis, there will also be a "crisis of prosperity" in 
Asian cities.

Coexistence of tradition and modernity
Asian cities are rooted in the past but focused on the future. Traditional and 
modern cultures seem to be in perfect harmony in Asian cities.

Resilient
Quick recovery in city economies after economic crises or natural disasters.

Harmony of the opposite 
Informal and formal economies work in tandem.

Inequality
The prosperity in Asian cities is not well distributed. The growth stories of Asian 
countries have not been transformed into inclusive cities. The poor will be 
most affected in the aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis.

Poor environmental quality 
Asian cities dominate the list of most polluted cities of the world.

Poor governance 
Asian cities do not practise principles of good governance. Cities need to adopt 
participatory, open and transparent governance.

CHANGING FACE OF URBAN ASIA

Source: State of Asian Cities Report 2008
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p UrbAN plANNiNg

Asia needs to invest in educating 
planners, says Mehta

A neglected profession
much as Asia needs to invest in educating urban planners, it really must put plans into action 

in addition to making them, writes FAeZAH iSmAil

ASIA needs more trained plan-
ning professionals to manage 
its rapid urban expansion.

Apparently there are not enough 
qualified urban planners in all 
countries. 

India, for example, produces 
some 300 graduates every year 
from the 10 planning schools in the 
country but the number is insuf-
ficient to maintain more than 5,000 
towns and cities.

This was revealed by Indian 
academic Professor emeritus dinesh 
mehta, who is from cePT (centre 
for environmental Planning and 
Technology) University, School of 
Planning, India.

Given the scarcity, “the tendency 
is to hire professionals from outside; 
so we are replicating Western mod-
els of planning rather than what we 
would call the Asian approaches to 
planning”. 

“I think we are now in a state of 
flux,” he says. 

mehta is author of the upcoming 
State of Asian cities report 2008 
from UN-Habitat.

He presented “key messages” 

(see box) from the report, which 
will be released early next year, at 
the recent Third Asian city Journalist 
conference which was held in con-
junction with the fourth session of 

the World Urban Forum in Nanjing, 
china.

Journalists from china (Dalian 
Daily, Shanghai Daily and Guang-
zhou Daily), Japan (The Nishinippon 
Newspaper), Indonesia (Kompas) 
and malaysia (New Straits Times) 
attended the meeting which was 
jointly organised by the Japanese 
Government, UN-Habitat regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific and 
The Nishinippon Newspaper which is 
based in Fukuoka, Japan.

“Asia needs to invest in educat-
ing planners,” mehta told Learning 
Curve.

The basic premise of mehta’s argu-
ment is simple arithmetic.

“The Association of Asian Planning 
Schools has only 25 members (there 
may be other planning schools in 
Asia that are not members of this as-
sociation); we are only talking about 
750 to 1,000 planners graduating 
each year to service over 30,000 cit-
ies and towns in Asia.

“In India, the 10 planning schools 
graduate 300 students — there are 
5,000 towns in India and each needs 
at least one planner, with large cities 

Skyscrapers stand in striking contrast with old European-style 
buildings along the Huangpu River in this photograph of the 
Shanghai Bund, China, taken in March 2007 from the Oriental Pearl 
TV Tower at Pudong Park in Lujiazui. — Picture by Shunya Susuki


